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The Security of Payment regime in Queensland is legislated in Chapter 3 of the Building
Industry Fairness (Security of Payment) Act 2017 (the BIF Act).

This is a quick reference guide for respondents who have received a payment claim from a
claimant.

Have you been given a valid payment claim?

1. Does it

a. describe the work;

b. state the amount claimed; and

c. request payment or have the word ‘invoice’ on it

Was it given to the person or entity liable to pay under the contract?

3. Was it given on or after a reference date for work carried out up to that reference
date?

4. Was it given before the expiration of the time limit?

a. for a claim other than a final claim this is the longer of the time worked out
under the contract or 6 months after the work the subject of the claim was last
carried out; or

b. for afinal claim this is the longer of the time worked out under the contract, 28
days after expiry of the defects liability period or 6 months after completion of
the works.

If more than one payment claim was issued for a reference date, is it the first in time
claim?
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If you answered yes to these questions, then you have been served with a valid payment
claim.

If you answered no to any of these questions, then we recommend you seek further
advice on how to respond.

Need more assistance? Contact out team today!

mail@cglaw.com.au | cglaw.com.au | +61 7 4688 2188

This handout is provided solely for general information purposes and does not constitute legal or other professional advice. If you require
legal or other expert advice or assistance, then you should seek our help or the services of a qualified professional.



So you’ve received a valid payment claim - what next?

Do you dispute the
amount?

Is it a valid payment claim?

BIF Act does not apply.
Consult your contract for any
other obligations that may
exist.
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Pay the claimed amount
by the due date for
payment.

If you fail to pay you will
be deemed liable and the
claimant can commence
adjudication or a court
proceeding to recover the
amount and may suspend
works.

Give the claimant a valid
payment schedule* within the

contract or 15 business days.

earlier of the time stated in the

Is the scheduled
amount $NIL?

If claimant disagrees
with your payment
schedule they can file
an adjudication
application within 30

business days after
you give the schedule.
Seek urgent advice if
you are given an
adjudication

Pay the scheduled amount by
the due date for payment. If
the Claimant disagrees with
the scheduled amount they

can apply for adjudication
within 30 business days after
the day you give the schedule.

*NOTE

To be valid a payment schedule must:

1. be in writing;

2. identify the payment claim it relates to;
3. state how much the respondent will pay;

4. sets out every reason you have for
paying less than the claimed amount; and

5. be given to the claimant within the earlier
of the time stated in the contract or 15

business days.

If you fail to pay the
scheduled amount the
claimant can apply for

adjudication seeking

payment within 20

business days of the due
date for payment.
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